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Motherhood gets a network |

From the late 70’s
through the mid-80’s,
Nellie Jacobs co-hosted
two television shows,
published a national
quarterly newspaper,
and created workshops
and mini-conferences.

acobs.com
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| Three years ago, two stay-at-home

mothers launched MAMMA, a newsletter

to provide a stimula

like themselves, Now, their own cable TV

ting outlet for others

interview show, watched by thousands in
the Toronto area, may go national

hen Nellie Waxman

and Marlene Gordon grad-
uated from teachers” college,
they were both assigned to the
same clementary school in To-
ronto. Not only did they be-
come good friends, they be-
came sisters-in-law when they
married Paul and Michacl
Jacobs. They each had three
children and were determined
to raise them themselves,

The early years passed in a
cheerful welter of diapers,
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Iwo women 1o produce a
weekly MAMMA television

agreed. “The company gave us
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MAMMA has enriched our lives.
ranto cable company asked the

show. Excited, but terrified, they

some instruction, and we learned

| as we worked,” says Nellie.
When that company amalga-

mated with anather, they ap-

| preached Rogers Cable with
| the idea of an hour-long weckly

interview and phone-in show
called MAMM A4 Speaks Our
Nellie and Marlene have
dealt with cverything from pre-
pared childbirth, with a preg-

for Mothers' | nant Marlene serving as the

(MAMMA).
MA newslet-
tly on revenuc
A and a classi-
rily on
-raising, cost
000 copies.
flort
h features as |
ren’s song- |
needs insur-
child’s room
family-style

ter, they
‘Ft MAMMA
on cvery-
ries to

:|g. It auracted
i promen.

hatelainefS

rrorrrer A MMA grew.
he newsletter appeared quar-
Friv. 2nd each time it brought
more subscriptions and ma-
rial from readers scross Can-
[da and cven the US. |
Last year, a suburban To- |

Buest’s guinea pig, to macro-

| biotic diets. An estimated

15,000 viewers watch the pro-

gram each week,and MAMMA's
| membership and subscription
: lists total 2,000. At presstime,
| pegoliations wers under way

for a national MAMMA show
on commercial television,

“MAMMA has cariched our
lives 1o a tremendous degree,”
says Marlene. “Motherhood
can bea lot of fun but it's time
we stopped preteading that we
can do it alone. We need each
other 100 much

Membership in MAMMA is
510 a year, which includes re-
duced admission to MAMMA-
sponsored events and a sub-
scription to the quarterly ncws-
letter. Subscription to the
newsletter alone is 34 annually.
Write: MAMMA, Box 308,
Station A, Willowdale, Ont.
M2W 559, enclosing a stamped,
scli-addressed envelope.0
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| Morth York hashasted all the
| eventstodatelinciuding the

Tairly died in the Apnil | “vour feelings as young wives.
1980 issue of their newslener: | young mothers,

The front page p F L your

“family time™ activities, and ingredients for coping;

relationships with husbands,
children. parents. ¢1c.” They
ask that submussions be bref
and that the sender kespa
copy. as they cannot be
returned. There's no payment
involved. only glory.

“We're strctly a nonprofit
professionally laid out). and it organization.” said Nellie
reflects their domesticinsights | Jacobs. “We think that our
and concerns. Sull. thebiggest | stresson activeinvolvement
piece in this issue is a shorl | and leaming. especially about
story about a mother of four | the media. makes our group
youngchildrenwhodecidesto | particularly valuable o
takeoff oneevening a week for | mothers.” Anychance that
herself, and does so MAMMA will become
triumphantly. without guiit. political? “We've just

“We're trying to make completed a reader survey and
women strong.” MAMMA's some readers dowant us o
co-founder continued. take stands on issues ike day
“Workingin the homeisso care. [ don’t know wherewe'll
isolated. Some women even find the time.” She laughed.

articles include a mother's
open leter thanking her first
child’s first teacher, There'sa
[ull page forthe children o
color, and contests for young
and adult readers. MAMMA is
mainly written by its 1.000
subscribers{thoughit's

find their vocabularies “Itwill be another learning
decrease. We want 10 make expenicnce,” A sampic copy of
women at home aware that MAMMA's newsletter may be

they're not alone.” The
newsletter was thear first
effort. and remains central to
all their acivives. While the
subscription fist 1s navonal,

obtained by wnung to
MAMMA, Box M8, Station A,
Willowdale. Ontano MZW
359, Subscriptionsare $3a
year|four issues) and associate
(supporting) memberships are
Si0annually.
annual MAMMA Day,
scheduled for February 24,
1981), and thecable TV show
mostrecently onginated from |
Scarborough. |

Inviting women who work
in the home 1o share their |
writing has been such a success
that Nellie ané Marlene
Jacobs are now compilinga
ook about motherhood. as
1old by mothers. They
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Over the years, Jacobs has
received national and local
media coverage, in print
(newspapers, magazines), and
on television and radio.

When her book was published in
1996, she wrote, directed, filmed
and narrated a 22 minute video,
‘Writing a Book - One Woman’s
Dream Come True,’ presented at
speaking engagements.
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The reviews are in and 4
is raving about Nellie Jac
book, Grading the Teacher.

Jacobs, of York Mills and
wrote the book as a gide o
v in order to help them recog
influence a teacher has on
The bo L
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April, 1997

child’s life while they are at school.
Tucobs describes the pressures
fuced by educators and explains how
Lisd parents can work together with
teachers to address difficult
sitnations, and to solve the problems
those situations will present.
Grading the Teacher 15 receiving
such a positive response from the

£y LA AV L L public that instructors from the
=Rt Faculty of Education have shown
| interest in adding the book to class
Ly ; |
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A mother of four and 2 teacher in
the North York system, Jacobs
received feedback from a number of
people, including ministers of
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